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The 2023 edition of the GUBA Awards is very 
significant to the organization and I. GUBA was 
founded in the United Kingdom and held here for 
many years. The UK holds so many memories of 
growth and impact for GUBA, therefore, returning 
to the UK after a few years of hosting the awards 
internationally, is truly memorable. 

As we celebrate exceptional individuals this 
year, we are reminded of the great contributions 
being made internationally by people of African 
descent. These high achievers continue to put 
Africa on the map, with countless impact in the 
local and global community. These awardees 
and many more, yet to be uncovered, are the 
reason why GUBA Awards exist.

DENTAA 
AMOATENG MBE

President - Grow, Unite, Build, Africa (GUBA)
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GUBA Awards is a Pan-African, Non-Profit 
Business and Innovation Awards instituted 
to celebrate, acknowledge, and support 
businesses and individuals in Africa, and the 
African diaspora. The GUBA Awards was 
founded in 2009 by Lady Dentaa Amoateng 
MBE and remains one of the only events 
which enables businesses, celebrities, and 
exceptional people of African descent to 
come together to network and celebrate their 
individual and collective achievements. 

For more than a decade, GUBA Awards has 
been recognizing the significant contributions 
of the African Diaspora community. In 2019, 
the awards were held in the United States of 
America for the first time since its inception. 
The United States edition of the awards were 
well attended and by African dignitaries, 
including Heads of State such as: HE Nana 

Akufo-Addo (President of Ghana), H.E Jean-
Claude Kassi Brou (Former President of the 
ECOWAS Commission). The GUBA Awards 
2019 was a monumental event which shifted 
the focus of the awards to reflect on a wider 
Pan-African scope. 

GUBA Awards were held in Ghana in 2021, the 
first time the awards were held on the African 
continent. That year, the awards focused on 
celebrating Women of Influence across the 
globe. 

In 2022, the GUBA Awards went to the 
East of the continent - Rwanda, the ‘land 
of a thousand hills’ which acknowledged 
individuals in Trade and Commerce, STEM, 
Education, Business and Community within 
Africa and the African Diaspora.

GROW, UNITE, BUILD 
AFRICA (GUBA) AWARDS
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Honouring Beacons of
Excellence and Inspiration

The GUBA Awards returns in style to 
the United Kingdom this year, GUBA 
comes back to its roots to celebrate even 
more talent and achievement within the 
Diaspora community. 

Held in London, the GUBA Awards seeks 
to acknowledge internationally acclaimed 
individuals within the Business, Media, 
Finance and Entertainment sectors. 
These ‘Beacons of Excellence’ have 
been consistently making strides within 
their industries and the awards will be a 
platform to showcase their efforts. 

The GUBA Awards 2023 edition seeks to 
inspire a community focused on growing 
and building Africa.

GUBA
AWARDS 
2023

GROSVENOR
HOUSE HOTEL

OF EXCELLENCE
AND INSPIRATION
OF EXCELLENCE

AND INSPIRATION

H O N O U R I N G

BEACONS

Park Lane
London, W1K 7TN, UK

5TH November 

#GUBAinLondon www.gubaawards.com@gubaawards

4
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2-4 BEDROOM TOWNHOMES
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AFUA HIRSCH

Afua Hirsch is an award-winning writer, broadcaster and former barrister known for her 
work on culture, social justice, identity and anti-racism.

Afua is the founder of Born in Me Productions, which creates scripted and non-scripted 
television, movies and podcasts, in partnership with Fremantle. She presents and produces 
non scripted TV documentaries, including African Renaissance, a BBC series on African art, 
and Enslaved, a 6-part series about the transatlantic slave trade with Samuel L Jackson, 
and a podcast series for Audible. She is creative chair of the 2022 Edinburgh TV Festival, 
the most prestigious TV event in the UK. A journalist for more than twenty years, she has 
been a senior Guardian correspondent, Sky News editor, and freelance contributor to 
publications including the New York Times, Time Magazine and Vogue.

Afua’s bestselling book Brit(ish): On Race, Identity and Belonging is the winner of the Royal 
Society of Literature Jerwood Prize. Her other books include Equal To Everything, about the 
UK Supreme Court, and Empire: Look Again. She is currently the Wallis Annenberg Chair of 
Journalism at the University of Southern California in Los Angeles.

GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD
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GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD

DOROTHY DAVIS

Dorothy M. Davis, President of Dorothy M. Davis Consulting, is an international development 
communication, public affairs and project management consulting firm. In this capacity, 
she is the founding UN-ECOSOC Designee of the Congressional Black Caucus Institute 
(CBCI) responsible for shaping its Global African Diaspora Initiative since 2018. 

Ms. Davis’ achievements include: creator and manager of UNDP’s Global Goodwill 
Ambassador Program as an offshoot of UN Secretary General Kofi Annan’s Celebrity 
Advocacy campaign for the UN; laying the foundation for Africa UNite, the Africa Regional 
component of UN Secretary General Ban Ki Moon’s Campaign to End Violence Against 
Women; and as a founding member and chair of the International Board of Directors of the 
Sirleaf Market Women’s Fund of Liberia.

Ms. Davis is the recipient of numerous awards and accolades for her professional work 
and humanitarian efforts; including the 21 Leaders of the 21st Century 2015 Award 
from Women’s eNews in the category of Seven Who Interrupt Legacy Narratives as 
a Transcontinental Developer of African Economic Justice. Dorothy Davis is a former 
member of the National Board of Directors of UN Women-USA.
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GEORGE TWUMASI

George Twumasi is the visionary force behind the ABN Holdings Limited (ABN) with the goal to create a viable 
African Satellite Broadcasting Network, straddling both DTH and DTT. ABN’s aim is to establish a commercially 
viable, turnkey digital ecosystem that will generate VAS revenues worth billions of dollars per annum.

ABN is committed to building an inspiring commercial vehicle via which a unique cultural content generation 
and an innovative DTH/DTT content distribution model can be achieved. The intent is to establish a compelling 
business case and defensible revenue model based on, which a rich media African content hub is established. 
ABN is currently working towards the development of a viable cloud solution based commercial framework that 
will drive the re-aggregation and monetization of content, initially spanning eighteen African countries.

GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD

ERIC VINCENT GUICHARD

Eric is the Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Homestrings. Eric was born in Brooklyn, NY of a 
Guinean father (West Africa) and an American mother. He spent 20 years growing up in poor rural 
Guinea, going to primary and secondary school in Fria and then Conakry, the capital.

Eric deeply understands that burning desire to make a difference, when you are so far away from loved-
ones, and the limitations of currently available investment options that really make an impact and are 
profitable. That understanding has led to Homestrings – a contraction of Homesick and Heartstrings. 
Eric is also currently the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of GRAVITAS Capital Advisors, Inc.
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JOHN CARMICHAEL

John Carmichael was educated at the Ridge Church School in Accra, Clifton College, Bristol and Oriel College, 
Oxford. His family has had connections with Ghana since World War II when his father first arrived on the Gold 
Coast with the Royal Air Force. In 1988, John followed in his father’s footsteps – and those of HRH the Prince 
of Wales – by being made an Honorary Chief. 

John had worked extensively on film and television productions between Ghana and the United Kingdom and 
was Honorary Producer-in-Residence at the Ghana Film Industry Corporation. He was appointed International 
Co-coordinator for the Accra Centennial celebrations and went on to serve as Millennium Commissioner 
for Ghana, responsible for establishing the Meridian twinning link and development partnership between 
Greenwich and Ghana.

JONATHAN HOWARD

Jonathan is currently CEO of the Business Council for Western and Southern Africa which allows occasional 
travel to Ghana. Born in Kisumu, Kenya, he spent the holidays between 1969 and 1971 in Ghana when his father 
was attached to the High Commission. 

After completing a Geography degree at The University of Nottingham, he served 35 years in Army with staff and 
operational postings throughout the world but notably in Germany, Hong Kong, Australia, Bosnia, Kuwait, The 
Sultanate of Oman and culminating in 2004 in Ghana as the Defence Adviser to the British High Commissioner. 
He was also responsible for Togo and Cote d’Ivoire whilst travelling extensively through West Africa.

GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD
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GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD

MARKUS GREEN

Markus Green serves as an Assistant General Counsel, for Pfizer, Inc., the world’s largest 
Pharmaceutical Company. At Pfizer, Mr. Green helps lead the Government Litigation Group 
of the Legal Department where he works with local, state, and federal prosecutors both 
nationally and internationally to defend Pfizer’s interest in government-initiated litigation and 
investigations. Mr. Green is also responsible for several special initiatives at Pfizer including 
Civil Justice Reform, managing the Attorney General Outreach Program, and handling 
Congressional Inquiries and Investigations.

Mr. Green also currently serves on the Attorney General Alliance – Africa’s Advisory Board, 
which provides Workshop for Prosecutors, Judges, and Investigators in the areas of 
transnational crime in various African countries. In this role, Mr. Green works closely with 
Ministries of Justice, Law Enforcement Personnel, Government and Non-Governmental 
Organizations, and other stakeholders to combat transnational crimes.

Previously, Mr. Green served as the Executive Assistant Attorney General for the State of New 
Jersey serving as Chief of Staff under Attorney General Peter C. Harvey. In that capacity, Mr. 
Green was part of the Attorney General’s Executive Staff assisting in the supervision of the 
over 9,000 employees and managed complex Civil and Criminal Litigation matters.
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RODNEY HINDS

For some, sports is a competitive career. For others it’s a likeable pastime. But for Rodney Hinds, currently the 
Sports & Features Editor of The Voice Newspaper, sports brings cohesion, pride and hope to millions of people 
worldwide. In 1999 Rodney was co-author of ‘Black Pearls – an A-Z of Black Footballers in the English Game’. 
In recent times Rodney has penned his second book ‘Black Lions – The Story of Black Footballers in England.’ 
His contribution to sports journalism was recognized when he won the Black Plus+ ‘Best Print Journalist’ and 
the Victoria Mutual ‘Services to Cricket’ awards. Having launched his television career on BBC Breakfast Time, 
Rodney has also contributed and appeared on various sporting documentaries ‘Black Flash – A Century of 
Black footballers in Britain’ (BBC3), ‘Daley Thompson’ (BBC2) and ‘Mike Tyson’ (C4).

STEVEN GRAY OBE

Steven is the Director of Wardour Global Limited. He previously served as the CEO of Atuabo Free Port a 
Greenfield port development located in the Western Region of Ghana. Since 1990 Steven has been working 
overseas with broad industry experience spanning construction, oil and gas, mining and logistics. His expertise 
shaping strategic direction, operating models and financial frameworks that mobilize multi-million-dollar 
businesses supporting the growth of emerging markets in Africa and the Middle East. Recognized as a visible, 
hands on-leader, Steven motivates teams across long-term projects, leveraging a natural cultural sensitivity 
and an astute understanding of the political geography of Africa to engage high level Government stakeholders, 
peak bodies and community leaders. Tenacious and resilient in the delivery in high-impact programs whilst 
championing strong economic and social purpose through his work as Vice Chairman of UK Ghana Chamber 
of Commerce and other non-Governmental Organizations he is involved with.

GUBA AWARDS ADVISORY BOARD
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YVONNE ABBA-OPOKU

Yvonne Abba-Opoku ACG is a Chartered Governance Adviser and Consultant with more 
than 15 years post qualification experience. She is an Associate member at the Chartered 
Governance Institute UK, and attained Post Graduate qualification in Corporate Governance 
from London Southbank University.

Yvonne is also a Philanthropist and Director at Heartfelt Philanthropy Network, Trustee at 
GUBA (Grow Unite Build Africa) Foundation, Board member at NCVO Ghana and former 
Governor at a group of primary schools in London.

For more than a decade, Yvonne has provided governance advice to His Majesty King Charles 
III (formerly The Prince of Wales), Trustees - Sir Ian Cheshire, Baroness Casey of Blackstock, 
Sir Ken Olisa (HM Lord Lieutenant of Greater London), The Hon. Mrs. Sarah Butler-Sloss, 
Dame Julie Moore and Kristen Rechberger, along with the Directors of Duchy Originals 
Limited, The Prince’s Countryside Fund, Countryside Fund Trading Limited and Ecologic 
Transilvania SRL. From 2018 to 2021, Yvonne provided governance advice to the Private 
Secretaries and Directors of four companies linked to The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge 
(now Prince and Princess of Wales) as well as The Duke and Duchess of Sussex.
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Tribute By
Children Cynthia Dzifa Beryl. A woman who’s 

laugh and smile warmed every room 
she walked into, a soul full of passion 
and charisma. She saw the spark 
in every individual and knew how to 
bring it out of them. A brilliant mind 
and life of the party was truly who she 
was. She was a light and beacon of 
positivity, a woman we were so lucky 
to have as our mother. Today happens 
to also be your birthday. Happy 1st 
heavenly Birthday Mummy. Thank you 
to the GUBA Awards for honouring her.

Our mothers’ brilliance transcended 
the legal realm. Her crowning 
achievement was founding CQ Legal 
& Consulting, which propelled her 
into the echelons of Founder and 
Managing Partner.   She was the 
President of the Lincoln Inn Alumni 
in Ghana. She also served on boards 
such as CENIT Energy, GUBA 
Enterprise, and the Music Business 
Academy for Africa.

 A passionate lover of music, she 
embarked on a mission to revitalise 
Ghana’s creative industry. Cynthia 

recognized the untapped potential 
within the arts. Her transformation 
into a business and commercial 
manager for artists was instrumental 
in helping them commercialise their 
talents. Her brainchild, Africa1 Media, 
emerged as a hub for media and 
sports agency services, a testament 
to her innate ability to infuse creativity 
into business endeavours.

Our Mother in everything that she 
did made sure to shine light on 
young people. She was aware of the 
importance of nurturing the creatives, 
entrepreneurs, athletes and anyone 
with a dream. She made sure in all her 
work to create a space for these very 
individuals to grow and flourish. She 
cared so much giving opportunities so 
young people with any dream could 
and would reach their full potential.

Since she passed it has been really 
hard for us as she’s our mum first and 
always. It has made us look at what 
legacy truly means and what lessons 
we can take from her. Our mum had 
the accolades of being a woman in 

Cynthia Quarcoo
(Former GUBA Advisory Board Member)
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Tribute By
Children
(Cont’d)

Cynthia Quarcoo
(Former GUBA Advisory Board Member)

an industry where she was the first of many leading examples and achieving 
greatness in the short 53 years of her life. Fear was never something she had 
and reinvented herself as many times as she did. 

However, the beauty in her legacy wasn’t just her amazing accolades and what 
she was able to achieve in the short 53 years of her life. The stories of all her 
encounters with people that met her along her journey, is what has kept us 
going these past couple of months. From her creatives, friends, legal peers to 
or even her nail technicians. She treated everyone the same. It takes a special 
individual to make every single person feel seen and heard and was always 
there to help in any capacity. What it truly means to give and serve without 
expecting anything back. Character is your legacy. It’s how people will always 
remember you and I’m so proud to have a mother who was just that. 

Despite not physically being here with us, we would like to thank you for your 
continuous guidance, protection, support & love getting us through difficult 
times, like you usually would, you are truly an angel, and we love you so much.
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a Journey from 
adversity to achievement
In the late 1990s, a devastating accident cost Richard part of his 
leg. Yet, this is not a story of loss, but one of unbeatable spirit 
and triumph. Guided by his unwavering faith and the support of 
close friends, his journey of recovery didn't stop at mere 
physical healing; he pursued his dream in the field of law and 
established a leading security firm that has gained nationwide 
recognition in the United Kingdom.

Delve into this inspiring biography and witness a remarkable 
journey of resilience, faith, and success.

A Foundation for Growth and Richard's Vision
Each sale carries with it a promise—a commitment to making a di�erence. All proceeds from his 
book will be channelled to a noble cause: revamping the sanitation system of a school in Ghana.
Availbale from amazon.co.uk



GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

The Voice has chronicled the history of 
African and Caribbean communities since 
1982.

Founded in 1982 by Val McCalla, a group 
of businessmen and journalists, The Voice 
catered for the interests of Black people 
in Britain. The first issue coincided with 
the Notting Hill carnival covering news, 
investigative and human interests stories, 
sports and entertainment.

From the aftermath of the inner-city 
uprisings and the oppressive police 
‘Sus’ laws, to the racist murder of 
Stephen Lawrence and the subsequent 
public inquiry, the paper has wielded a 
campaigning edge to be advocates for 

change as well as faithfully reporting 
stories that were so often absent from the 
mainstream media.

The Voice newspaper has also reflected all 
that is positive, creative and inspiring about 
black British culture. 

It aims to empower Black British people 
to achieve their potential and feel proud of 
who they are. 

The Voice has facilitated the conversations 
that helped shape the community; 
championed innovative black businesses 
and encouraged support for them by 
producing numerous articles and in recent 
years, The Voice Black Business Guide.

GUBA Media
Impact Award

THE VOICE NEWSPAPER
British National African-Caribbean 
Newspaper
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GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

Lanny Smith is the founder of Actively Black, a PREMIUM athleisure wear brand 
focused on uplifting and re-investing into the Black community. Actively Black 
was launched in 2020 and has already become a multi-million dollar brand that 
is growing exponentially. From being the only Black owned brand at the Winter 
Olympics, outfitting Team Nigeria, to having former President Barack Obama 
wearing the gear, Actively Black is poised to be a global brand that can bring 
together the entire Diaspora.

Prior to founding Actively Black, Lanny started the Faith-based sports apparel 
brand Active Faith Sports and before that, signed with the Sacramento Kings 
before a knee injury abruptly ended his NBA career. Lanny is from Houston, 
Texas and currently resides in Los Angeles, California. His attitude is that we 
should stop asking for a seat at the table, and build our own tables.

GUBA Innovator
of the Year Award

LANNY SMITH 
Founder of Actively Black
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‘The MHI Project is dedicated to promoting 
mental well-being by providing information, 

access, and a supportive community. 
Through its unique index, it helps individuals 
assess their wellness and live their best lives

 daily.
 

KGL Foundation, a human-centered 
organization, has developed a tailored 

tech solutions which encourages people 
to realize their full potential. Recognizing 
the significance of the human element, 

KGL Foundation emphasizes the need for 
appropriate tools in businesses 

and communities. 

MHI collaborates with HR professionals, 
leaders, and diverse communities, 

educating them to foster growth-friendly 
environments. 

The project also partners with experts 
from medical, psychological, and social 
fields to offer guidance and support to 

individuals.’

kglfoundation.org

mentalhealthindex.com.gh
powered by 

MENTAL HEALTH INDEX
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GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

Afua Kyei is the Bank’s Chief Financial Officer 
and Executive Director responsible for Finance, 
Strategy, Performance, and Tax. She joined in 
June 2019 and has been at the core of the Bank’s 
leadership and decision making. Afua oversees the 
financial governance of the Bank’s balance sheet, 
which at its peak, grew to over £1 trillion during the 
Covid pandemic. Afua is a Director of the Bank of 
England Asset Purchase Facility Fund, Alternative 
Liquidity Facility, and also the Covid Corporate 
Financing Facility, prior to the cessation of its 
activities, and helped operationalize the Energy 
Markets Financing Scheme. She is a member of 
the Bank’s Executive Board overseeing the upgrade 
of the UK’s Real Time Gross Settlement System, 
Critical National Infrastructure, which processes 
over £720bn payments each day.

She is passionate about achieving better outcomes 
for society, and helping people. Afua seeks to pave 
the way for others through driving cultural changes 
within organisations. She is co-executive sponsor 
for Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) and co-executive 
sponsor for the Bank’s Climate Change disclosure. 
Afua is a key note speaker and represents the 
Bank in the Community, with Businesses and at 
international fora e.g. IMF, G20, COP.

Afua was awarded CFO of the Year 2021 by the 
Women in Finance Awards UK. She was in the 
Cranfield FTSE Board Report ‘100 Women to 
watch 2022’ and was a 2022 listee in the Kindness 
& Leadership, 50 Leading Lights UK campaign. She 
was honoured on the Powerlist 2023 ‘100 most 
influential Britons of black heritage’ and was also 
named in the ‘2023 list of 100 Most Reputable 
Africans’ by Reputation Poll International. 

GUBA Exceptional Leadership 
in Finance Award

AFUA KYEI 
Chief Financial Officer and 
Executive Director, Bank of England
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GUBA Exceptional Leadership 
in Finance Award (Cont’d)

GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

Afua joined the Bank from Barclays Bank (2012-2019) 
where she was the Chief Financial Officer Mortgages 
and played a key role in Barclays’ strategic cost 
transformation program, TRANSFORM, whilst in the 
Investment Bank and in Group COO. She was a D&I 
ambassador, while at Barclays.

During the Global Financial Crisis, she was an 
Investment Banker at UBS (2007-2012) in the Financial 
Institutions Group and in Mergers and Acquisitions, 
Group Strategic Advisory. She was part of the team that 
helped advise RBS during the financial crisis in relation 
to its divestments mandated as part of EU State Aid 
remediation, its participation in HM Treasury’s £282bn 
Asset Protection Scheme and its capital issuance of 
£33.5bn to HM Treasury. Prior to that, Afua qualified as a 

Chartered Accountant (ICAS) with Ernst & Young, where 
she worked in Mergers and Acquisitions and Banking & 
Capital Markets Audit. 

Afua read Chemistry at Somerville College, Oxford 
University (2000-2004) where she was selected to be 
a member of Professor Sir Jack Baldwin’s research 
group; her Organic Chemistry research on the creation 
of anti-tumorous molecules using Organic Synthesis 
was published. She graduated with a Master’s degree 
and was also awarded a Junior Research Fellowship by 
Princeton University in Organic Chemistry. Afua is an 
Honorary Fellow of Somerville College, Oxford University.
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GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

Ama was born on the 27th of October 2012 at 
Wrexham Park hospital in Slough.

She started her nursery education at Cippenham 
Primary School on 2nd November, 2014.

At age three and half, she was diagnosed with 
Autism Spectrum Disorder. This made it difficult 
for her to cope in regular school. She changed 
schools to Kings Church School in Windsor but 
was discharged after a few months because 
they did not have the specialist to help her. She 
returned to Cippenham Primary and later to 
Chalvey Resource Pre-school. At 6, she joined 
Burnham Primary School (Resource).

At age 8, during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
inactivity with the schools, the family relocated 
to Ghana to give the kids a different environment 
and she continued her education at Brain 

Hill International School. Due to challenges 
accompanied with the Autism, she was 
discharged again from the school. The family 
became frustrated and opted for homeschooling. 

As early as age two, she started showing great 
interest in art. She drew her first art at the age 
of 2 while in Cippenham Primary school to the 
amazement of her teachers.

During her school days at Burnham Primary 
School, her allocated teacher also noticed her 
talent with art and recommended she explore on 
it. So after her lay off from Brain Hill, the family 
got her an art tutor to assist in honing her talent. 

She has since been doing great art which enables 
her to express herself and communicate how 
she feels. It’s her ambition to become a world-
renowned artist.

GUBA Rising
Star Award

AMA ANTWIWAA 
AMPONSAH
Artist
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GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

Andrew Kwabena Asamoah is the Founder 
and Executive Chairman of A&C Development 
Co. Ltd.   He is a Barrister-at-law and a former 
Director of WHO Headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland.   Upon his return to Ghana in 2002, 
he conceived and built the first shopping mall 
in Ghana, known as the A&C Mall.  Since then 
A&C Development Co. Ltd. has become a fast-
growing real estate and Construction Company 
building and managing properties in many parts 
of the capital city, with its flagship being the 
A&C Mall.  The Company has just completed its 
second mall, A&C Corner (a Home Décor Center) 
at East Legon.  The third project, A&C Village 
Mall is also under construction at Oyibi, Dodowa 
Road.

Dr. Asamoah had 30 years of fruitful career with 
the World Health Organization and rose through 
the ranks into various important positions 

including Chief of Personnel, Director of Career 
Development and Global Security Coordinator, 
Director of Administration and Finance and 
Special Adviser to the WHO Director-General on 
Constitutional Matters.

In 2021, Mr. Asamoah was awarded a Doctor 
of Business Administration (Honoris Causa) 
in Leadership and Innovation by the Swiss 
School of Business and Management, Geneva.  
He has post-graduate qualifications in Public 
Administration, Human Resources Development, 
etc.  He is also a member of several professional 
associations and societies including the Ghana 
and Nigeria Bar Associations, the American 
Society of International Law, the British Institute 
of Comparative Law, the Fellow of the Royal 
Society of Arts of the United Kingdom, Associate 
of the Institute of Commerce, etc. etc.

GUBA Pioneer Award

ANDREW KWABENA 
ASAMOAH
Founder and Executive Chairman 
of A&C Development Co. Ltd.
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GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

GUBA Pioneer Award (Cont’d)

Since returning to Ghana, he has served and continues to serve on 
a number of national and international bodies as well as non -profit 
organizations.  Some of the Boards he presently serves includes:

 » Chairman, Ghana National Labor Commission

 » President,  Institute Pasteur, Dakar, Senegal 

 » President, Ghana Association of Former International Civil 
Servants

 » Vice-Chairman, Catholic Lawyers of Ghana Guild  

 » Council member of the African University College of 
Communication (AUCC) Pensions Academy

 » Chairman, University of Cape Coast School of Medical 
Sciences Endowment Fund.

 » Chairman, Advisory Board of the Pan African Business 
Developers

 » Vice-Chairman, Cardinal Turkson Fund for Health and 
Education

 » Board Trustee, Otumfuo Osei Tutu II Foundation

In recognition of the above, he has been the recipient of several 
international and national awards including Planters of Seed Award 
Ghana Club 100 (2005); National Award: Officer of the Order of 
the Volta (2008);  Corporate Leadership Award, Capital Finance 
International, London, UK (2013);  BID International Gold Award for 
Quality, Geneva, Switzerland (2014);  Business Growth Achievement 
Award, Ghana SME & CEOs Summit (2018);   Nobles International 
Award, 2019;  Gold Award, Premier Business & Finance Excellence 
Award (Real Estate Development (2021). 

He is married with 4 children.
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Abrantee has established himself over years 
on radio as one of the most recognizable 
voices and personalities on the British and 
African Music Scene and most notable pioneer 
and protagonists of Afrobeats Music across 
the world.

Previous rwinner of the “Radio Personality of 
the year” and “The Voice of Capital Xtra” at the 
2016 Global Awards, Abrantee who launched 
the worlds first Afrobeats Radio Show and first 
Trending radio show in 2011 has interviewed 
and hosted some of the worlds biggest music 
stars including The Migos, Jay-Z, Drake, 
Nicki Minaj, Wizkid, Davido, Tinie Tempah, 
TionWayne, Wretch 32, Usher, Chris Brown and 
so many more.

A respected music event promoter and 
entrepreneur who has used his platforms 

on Radio, TV and Live shows to launch and 
support the careers of some of the worlds 
most recognised Afrobeats Artists by putting 
them on radio playlists, commercial mixtapes, 
TV, produced headline concerts and facilitated 
international collaborations and record deals.

After suffering a serious stroke in 2017, 
Abrantee made a remarkable comeback 
when he appeared to a standing ovation at 
the prestigious 2021 Mobo Awards to present 
“The Best African Act” to Wizkid.

Still true to his cheeky-charm, infectious 
laughter and engaging personality, Abrantee is 
back more determined and ready to continue 
to inspire the world at large.

GUBA Trailblazer Award

ABRANTEE BOATENG 
(DJ ABRANTEE)
Radio Presenter, TV Personality, 
Host, Events Promoter, Pioneer 
of Afrobeats.
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My barbering journey began in Ghana as a young 
boy aged 14, when one day I was playing with 
friends outside.  My friend had gone to the barber 
shop to have his haircut whilst we were playing, 
when he returned and I commented on his haircut 
as I could see that it was not done properly.  We 
joked that his hairline was wonky and my friend 
challenged me to fix his hair and threatened to 
beat me up if I didn’t! Never one to shy away from 
a challenge I immediately ran to my house to get 
my barbering equipment, which at the time was 
limited to only a blade, comb and my mum house 
scissors.

I cut my friends hair, and to everyone’s surprise the 
hair cut was great and everyone was impressed, 
which resulted in me carrying out more than 10 
haircuts that day!

Word immediately began to spread on my 
barbering skills and I soon became everybody’s 
barber in the area!

Meanwhile my mother had a dream, for me to be 

a pilot, doctor or lawyer. She was very passionate 
about my education, especially as she did not have 
the opportunity herself to be educated which made 
her even more determined for me to be.

Like many other African parents, she was not 
impressed with my desire to become a barber, 
however it was to late! I was already focused and 
had a vision to become an international barber.  
Disappointed with my plans my mother was never 
convinced with my vision and I assured her that 
I would make her proud and promised her that 
through barbering I would take her abroad! My 
mother would simply respond, go way you with 
your barbering!

 I would attend school 3 days a week and go to 
the barber shop the other 2, my love for barbering 
continued to grow and one day a woman came 
into the shop I was working, in Ghana with her son 
and asked for her son’s hair to be cut.  After cutting 
her sons hair the woman said to me that she really 
liked the way I cut his hair and that she would 

NIKITA OKYERE
Ghanaian Professional Hair Stylist 
(Barber), UK

GUBA Community Champion Award
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invite me to London to cut hair.  Two weeks later and the woman sent me an 
invitation and through that I was given a visa to travel to London.

 Upon arrival in London, I found my way to Slick Rick barber shop the next day 
to seek a job.  I was given a job and immediately started working.

One day I was asked to cut Yakubu Ayigbeni’s hair who at the time was a 
striker for Nigeria and also played for Everton Football club, and after cutting 
his hair with the help of social media it went viral. Through the power of social 
media people began to know about me and I began to attract a large number 
of famous people, including footballers and musicians who wanted me to cut 
their hair. I have had the privilege of being appointed as the official barber for 
the Ghana (Blackstars) National football team for the African Cup of Nations 
and most recently the World Cup in Qatar.  

I was featured and interviewed by the BBC as a celebrity barber and have also 
featured in other tabloid newspapers both in the UK and in Ghana.   

I love sharing my passion with other young and upcoming barbers and I use 
every given opportunity to motivate, inspire and mentor others either in-
person at the shop or on social media. I believe in the importance of giving 
back and once a year I make it a priority to return to Ghana to host a charity 
event where I bring together as many barbers as possible to go into a remote 
village to give free haircuts to the less privileged. I was honoured to be joined 
by Memphes Depay, who is a Dutch football player for my most recent trip.  
Together we went to Cape Coast, School of Blind in Ghana to give back. 

Back in London I also often give back to the community to by giving free 
haircuts to the less fortunate and I also often travel to central London to offer 
free haircuts to the homeless.  

Life as a barber has brought me so much joy and unforgettable memories, I 
have met some amazing people from all walks of life and have also built great 
friendships. The barber shop has been the cornerstone of the community.  
Recognising the powerful impact it has, has inspired me to use it as a 
platform to bring people together and showcase their dancing skills.  The 
shop has quickly become famous for its dancing entertainment, and has 
been a spotlight for rising talent.

I am always humbled by my client’s loyalty to me and have been touched by 
hearing the stories of my customers.  The most heartfelt and touching story 
for me was when I was told by a customer who had cancer that his last wish 
was to have a hair cut by me.  

Barbering requires consistency and commitment and my busy schedule 
may often require me to work very long hours.  I do try to find a good work 
life balance in order to ensure I get to spend as much time as possible with 
my two children, who are my biggest inspiration.  Fatherhood is extremely 
important to me and my children are the reason why I strive to push the 
boundaries in the barbering industry and this is what has powered my slogan, 
“Breaking the Rules, Changing the Game”,

I am excited for the future, and my aspirations include building a barbering 
academy both in London and Ghana where people can be taught barbering 
skills.  I also intend to continue my charity work both in London and Ghana 
and look forward to this expanding.

I am forever grateful for the amazing opportunities that I have and am 
committed to using my platform and social medial following to empower and 
inspire others.
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Margaret Busby CBE, Hon. FRSL (Nana Akua 
Ackon) is a much respected cultural figure 
internationally. Born in Ghana and educated in 
the UK, she graduated from Bedford College, 
London University, before becoming Britain’s then 
youngest and first black woman publisher when 
she co-founded Allison & Busby in the late 1960s. 
At A&B, she published notable authors including 
Buchi Emecheta, Nuruddin Farah, Rosa Guy, C. L. 
R. James, Geoffrey Grigson, Michael Moorcock, Jill 
Murphy, Adrian Mitchell, Sam Greenlee, Roy Heath, 
George Lamming, Andrew Salkey, Val Wilmer, 
Ishmael Reed and John Edgar Wideman.

An editor, writer, broadcaster and literary critic, she 
has written drama for BBC radio and the stage, 
with radio abridgements and dramatizations 
encompassing work by Henry Louis Gates, Timothy 
Mo, Walter Mosley, Jean Rhys, Sam Selvon and 
Wole Soyinka. She has interviewed high-profile 
writers including Toni Morrison, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, 
Nawal El Saadawi, and Ben Okri, judged the Booker 

among many prizes, and served on the boards 
of such organisations as the Arica Centre. Royal 
Literary Fund, Wasafiri magazine, Nubian Jak 
Community Trust, Tomorrow’s Warriors, and the SI 
Leeds Literary Prize.

She compiled the pioneering Daughters of Africa: 
An International Anthology of Words and Writing by 
Women of African Descent (1992) and in 2019 New 
Daughters of Africa (which initiated a scholarship 
for African women at SOAS University of London).

A long-time campaigner for diversity in publishing, 
she is the current president of English Pen, an 
Honorary Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature 
and recipient of several honorary doctorates, in 
addition to honours including the Bocas Henry 
Swanzy Award, the Royal Society of Literature’s 
Benson Medal, the Royal African Society’s 
inaugural Africa Writes Lifetime Achievement 
Award. and the London Book Fair Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

GUBA Woman of Spirit Award

MARGARET BUSBY
CBE, HON. FRSL
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The Compozers are a British Ghanaian musical 
collective that has gained recognition for their 
exceptional talents in blending Afrobeats, Afro-
pop, and contemporary music genres. Formed 
in London, the group’s journey to prominence is 
marked by dedication, creativity, and a unique 
musical fusion that sets them apart.

They journey from humble beginnings to 
becoming one of the most respected live music 
bands in the UK. A hybrid of talent, dedication, 
and passion for music; 10 years later they’ve 
definitely marked a significant milestone, and 
their future plans promise to further elevate their 
status in the music industry.

Charles (Keys), Nana Pokes (Bass Guitar), 
Stephen Asamoah-Duah (Drums), and David 
Melodee (Keyboard/ Programmer) journeyed 
as a group of friends who shared a passion for 

music and a desire to create a distinct sound 
that would bridge the gap between their heritage 
and musical influences. Debuting their musical 
collective 10 years ago at their own curated 
boat party event, who knew years later they’ll be 
travelling the world conquering the scenes of live 
music.

Celebrated for their ability to seamlessly blend 
various musical genres, including Afrobeats, 
R&B, Hip-Hop, and more into their performances, 
they are renowned for their electrifying stage 
presence and their knack for turning any 
event into an unforgettable experience. Their 
contribution to the live music scene has helped 
revive the appreciation for live instrumentation 
in a world dominated by digital and electronic 
music.

GUBA Excellence in 
Entertainment Award

THE COMPOZERS
British Ghanaian Music Group

33



GUBA AWARDS 2023 HONOUREES

GUBA Excellence in 
Entertainment Award (Cont’d)

Over the years, The Compozers have had the privilege of 
collaborating with some of the biggest names in the music 
industry. They are been the official band for Davido, Asake and 
worked with many artists over the years such as J Hus, Koffee, 
Fuse ODG, WizKid, Tiwa Savage, Mr Eazi, Amaraee, RocNation, 
Olamide, Kizz Daniel, Kodjey Radical, Ckay,, Oxlade, DBanj, 
Beenie Man, GRM Daily and the list genuinely goes on.

One of the hallmarks of The Compozers’ career is their 
dynamic live performances. It’s hasn’t been the norm that a 
band of this calibre in the UK urban & African scene to have 
sold out as many venues in the UK as them; from Bernie Grant 
to Kentish Town Forum, Barclaycard Centre to Roundhouse & 

02 Academy Brixton to the prestigious Royal Albert Hall, the 
venues list on & on. 16 sold out independent headline shows 
over the UK & counting.

2023 commemorates the 10-year anniversary of The 
Compozers and they’re continuing to push the boundaries of 
live music performances. Expanding into broader coasts & 
territories, more original pieces of music and more legendary 
live performances, this 10-year mark is genuinely the beginning 
for the outstanding collective.
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Prof. Benedict O. Oramah is the President and 
Chairman the Board of Directors of African Export 
Import Bank (“Afreximbank or the Bank”). As the 
President of Afreximbank, Prof. Oramah has grown 
the Bank significantly and improved its global appeal 
and relevance.

The Bank is playing a key role in the implementation 
of the African Continental Free Trade Agreement 
which is the most significant trade and development 
initiative in Africa for decades. In support of the 
AfCFTA, Afreximbank, under the leadership of Prof. 
Oramah championed the creation of very innovative 
digital platforms that will boost intra-regional 
trade and investments by revolutionizing cross 
border payments and improving access to quality 
trade information. These include the Pan-African 
Payment and Settlement System (the “PAPSS”), a 
Trade Information Platform and MANSA, which is a 
repository platform that provides a single source of 
primary data required for the conduct of customer 
due diligence on African entities

Prof. Oramah is one of the four Principals of the 
African Union’s Africa Vaccine Acquisition Task Team 

(AVATT) and under his leadership, Afreximbank 
played a pivotal role that made it possible for the 
continent to procure 400 million doses of Johnson 
and Johnson COVID-19 vaccines, by providing a US$ 
2 billion Advanced Procurement Commitment (APC) 
guarantee to the vaccine manufacturer, on behalf of 
African countries.

As a recognition for his achievements, Prof. Oramah 
has received several honors and awards including 
being listed in the 100 most influential Africans by 
New African Magazine in 2019, 2020 and 2021. He 
was also listed by Jeune Afrique among the top 100 
Influential Africans. In 2017 Prof. Oramah was voted 
African Banker of the year by the African Banker 
magazine. He also received the New York University 
Africa Leadership Award in 2018. He sits on the 
Boards of many organisations and also chairs the 
Boards of the Funds for Export Development in Africa 
(FEDA), and the Pan-African Payment and Settlement 
System (PAPSS). Prof. Oramah has written over 50 
articles and papers, authored books and contributed 
chapters in several books.

PROF. BENEDICT
OKEY ORAMAH
President & Chairman 
African Export–Import Bank 
(Afreximbank)

GUBA Exceptional Achievement Award (Finance)
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June has enjoyed a 20‐year career, in which she 
has become one of the most recognisable faces 
of British television. June began her career at 
Kiss 100 and later became a presenter for MTV 
UK & Ireland. It was when she started on Channel 
4’s T4 that she became a household name. June 
hosted 2005’s Make Poverty History event and 
presented at the UK leg of Live Earth in 2007. In 
2008 she hosted Nelson Mandela’s 90th birthday 
celebrations in front of 30,000 people in London’s 
Hyde Park. June has also interviewed and 
introduced some of the world’s biggest names 
including HRH Prince of Wales, Bill Clinton, Al 
Gore and George Clooney.

She has worked extensively with HRH Prince 
Charles as an ambassador for the Prince’s Trust, 
whilst campaigning for The One and Produce 
(RED). June was awarded an MBE in 2007 for 
her services to broadcasting and charity, making 
her one of the youngest people ever to receive an 
MBE. June was later awarded an OBE in the 2020 
New Years’ Honours List.

June is the co‐founder of the WIE Network 
(Women: Inspiration & Enterprise). This 
acclaimed conference has featured leading 
speakers including Sarah Brown, Melinda Gates, 
Arianna Huffington, Donna Karan, Queen Rania, 
Nancy Pelosi and Iman.

After living in America for eight years, June 
moved back to the UK in 2015, and was a regular 
panellist on Sky News’ weekly current affairs 
discussion show, The Pledge.

June is also an author of three award winning 
books; ‘Diversify: Six Degrees of Integration’, ‘The 
Power of Women’ and ‘The Power of Privilege’.

June’s recently launched publishing imprint, ‘The 
HQ Creative Inclusion Lab’ with Harper Collins, 
gives a voice to those from underrepresented 
communities, with a focus on those with a 
disability, those from underrepresented ethnic 
backgrounds and people from working-class 
backgrounds.

JUNE SARPONG OBE
TV Presenter, Diversity Expert, 
Former Director of Creative 
Diversity at the BBC

GUBA Excellence in Media Award
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The Rt. Hon. Patricia Scotland KC, who 
took office as Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth in April 2016, serves the 56 
governments and 2.4 billion people of the 
Commonwealth.

Born in Dominica, she moved to the UK at an 
early age and was brought up in a large close-
knit Caribbean family where she was taught 
the importance of hard work, education, pride 
in her heritage and the obligation to give back 
to the region of her birth and to the society in 
which she was raised. This ethic has guided 
her throughout her dynamic career in law, 
public service and politics.

A lawyer by profession, she became the 
first black and youngest woman ever to be 
appointed Queen’s Counsel. She is the only 
woman since the post was created in 1315 to 
be Attorney General for England and Wales, 
and was also Attorney General for Northern 
Ireland.

Appointed to the House of Lords as Baroness 
Scotland of Asthal in 1997, she has been 
Alderman for Bishopsgate Ward in the City of 
London since 2015.

GUBA Exemplary Woman 
in Leadership Award

PATRICIA SCOTLAND
Secretary-General, 
Commonwealth of Nations
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Liz Agbor-Tabi is Vice President, Global Policy 
at Global Citizen. Liz is passionate about 
social impact, global health, international 
development, and philanthropy. She’s had a 
unique blend of experiences, from working 
with vulnerable populations in NYC to 
developing and implementing cross- sectoral 
programs globally. Liz has over 18 years of 
healthcare, public health/policy, international 
development, and urban resilience experience 
across the United States, Africa, Latin America, 
and Asia.

Domestically, she has worked in federal, 
state and local governments in support of 

human services development. Liz served 
as a Health Policy Analyst and Presidential 
Management Fellow at the United States 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) where she developed and implemented 
Emergency Preparedness policies for 
vulnerable populations. Before joining 100RC, 
she was responsible for the development 
and management of Orbis International’s 
global clinical training activities, and helped 
to develop and implement health systems 
programs in Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, and 
Latin America.

GUBA Global 
Leadership Award

LIZ AGBOR-TABI
Vice President,
Global Policy at Global Citizen
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Tina Davis, an accomplished record label executive, artist manager, 
and entrepreneur, boasts an impressive and enduring legacy 
spanning over 30 years in the music industry. With a remarkable 
track record at Def Jam, Davis has masterfully honed her gift 
for spotting, nurturing, and propelling top-tier hip-hop and R&B 
talent into the spotlight. In 2003, she launched Phase Too, Inc., a 
renowned full-service management powerhouse recognized for 
uncovering, cultivating, and catapulting the career of Grammy 
Award-winning sensation, Chris Brown. Fast forward to 2023, Davis 
continues her unparalleled journey of artist discovery, leveraging her 
extensive experience that helped her recently achieve the pinnacle 
of success as President of EMPIRE.

GUBA President’s Honour for 
Exceptional Contribution Award

TINA DAVIS
President of Empire
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GUBA Enterprise is a social enterprise organisation 
dedicated to the advancement of diaspora Africans 
and Africans back home through various socio – 
economic programs and initiatives. 

The organisation currently has various brand activities 
namely: GUBA Awards, GUBA Foundation, GUBA 
Trade Expo, GUBA Careers, GUBA Diaspora Card, 
GUBA Tours, and the GUBA Diaspora Network. 

GUBA’s objectives are to support businesses to:

Grow - by providing an engaging network. 

Unite - people of African descent and offer access to 
skills capital.

Build - businesses of African descent. 

Africa - focus on strengthening the continent. 

Mobilizing the African Diaspora is a key focus of the 
GUBA Enterprise. 

ABOUT 
GUBA 
ENTERPRISE  

ENTERPRISE

TM

FOUNDATION

TM

ROCK YOUR
AFRICAN PRINT

TM

TOURS

TM

DIASPORA CARD

TM

CAREERS

TM

AWARDS

TM

TRADE EXPO

TM
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GUBA Foundation is a registered charity linked to GUBA Enterprise 
franchise. The foundation was set up to tackle social issues and 
foster development of people of African heritage. Since 2012, we 
have been raising awareness on issues that impact the community. 
GUBA Foundation which has been officially honoured in the House 
of Commons with a CSR World Leader plaque tackling the issues 
affecting the African communities. Some of our initiatives have 
included raising awareness of Autism in the African Community, 
donating hospital equipment, contributing to building/renovating 
under deprived schools, raising money for incubators and Nurses 
from the Diaspora volunteering their time and sharing/exchanging 
best health practices

The aims and objectives of the GUBA foundation are to: 

 » Identify and address social problems and challenges, to create 
a sense of individual and communal responsibility in remedying 
such problems. 

 » Create equality of opportunity by providing access to services, 
recreational options and other resources needed to fulfil potential.

 » Increase knowledge and awareness of issues that affect the 
community and provide evidence-based solutions that will help to 
combat issues. 

 » Build and develop confidence, empowering members of the 
community to engage with and support the issues identified. 

 » Work in partnership with supporting bodies and organisations 
to deliver practical required to meet the assessed needs of the 
community. 

CHARITY & COMMUNITY 
FOCUS - GUBA FOUNDATION
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GUBA Incubator Donation Uniform Donation

Jamestown Cleanup Project Desk Donation UK-Ghana Nurses Program
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SPONSORS

GENIUSLOCI
Believe with us.
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I N TERN AT ION AL MEN A

SUPPORTING PARTNERS 
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ENDORSEMENTS

“I commend the organizers for 
the brilliance of this initiative. 
I have been a keen follower of 
the activities of GUBA, and I 
must say it has done a good 
job especially in helping to 
consolidate the economic, social 
and tourism needs between the 
UK and Ghana. We should all 
stand ready to support GUBA”.

H.E Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo
President of the Republic of Ghana

“If ever there was a time to unite 
and celebrate the best of diversity, 
it is now. It is incredibly important 
to recognize the achievements 
of role models and community 
organizations across the world that 
deserve recognition for their work 
and impact, so that we as Africans, 
can tell our own stories. The GUBA 
Awards, therefore, aim to reward 
individuals who continue to persist 
and show great courage within their 
various fields”.

“I commend GUBA for 
celebrating and recognizing 
the contribution of women 
in the diaspora and Africa, to 
the growth and progress of 
continental Africa”.

Harvey Mason Jnr.
Chief Executive of the Grammy Awards

Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
Director-General of the World
Trade Organisation (WTO)
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The success of the GUBA awards is made possible by our 
sponsors. With great appreciation we ask that you consider 
supporting our events to help enhance the professional, 
entrepreneurial, social and community development of Africa and 
the diaspora.

Sponsorship provides the following benefits:

 » Enhance brand profile and connects brand with the African 
Diaspora

 » Be part of an organisation that gives back to its community 
(GUBA Foundation) which has been officially honoured in the 
House of Commons with a CSR World Leader plaque tackling 
the issues affecting the African communities. 

 » Target your audience and benefit from our active social media 
followers as well as the tapping into our partners and special 
guest networks. 

 » Establish links with political, corporate, and business names 
within the African communities. 

 » Increase brand awareness to our UK/African press 
publications where the GUBA 2023 Awards will be featured.

INVEST
IN GUBA

marketing@gubaawards.co.uk 

info@gubaawards.co.uk 

+233 (0) 24 515 6705

GUBA

gubaawards

GUBAAwards

Contact
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